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map requires the device to at least estimate its current posi-
tion. Therefore, the device includes one or more sensors to
identify each of a bearing and a speed of the device. For
example, the speed may be determined based on sensed steps
and a stored step length. This information may then be used to
estimate the device’s location as it moves through the indoor
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1
WIRELESS COMMUNICATION DEVICE
CAPABLE OF ACCURATELY PERFORMING
POSITION ESTIMATIONS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application No. 61/602,999, filed on Feb. 24,
2012, which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field of Invention

The disclosure relates to wireless communications, and
more specifically to a wireless communication device
capable of accurately estimating its position while within a
limited wireless communication environment, and corre-
sponding method.

2. Related Art

Wireless communication devices, such as cellular tele-
phones to provide an example, are becoming commonplace in
both personal and commercial settings. The wireless commu-
nication devices provide users with access to all kinds of
information, as well as the ability to communicate with other
such devices across large distances. For example, a user can
access the internet through an internet browser on the device,
download miniature applications (e.g., “apps”) from a digital
marketplace, send and receive emails, or make telephone
calls using a voice over internet protocol (VoIP). Conse-
quently, wireless communication devices provide users with
significant mobility, while allowing them to remain “con-
nected” to communication channels and information.

Wireless communication devices communicate with one or
more other wireless communication devices or wireless
access points to send and receive data. Typically, a first wire-
less communication device generates and transmits a radio
frequency signal modulated with encoded information. This
radio frequency signal is transmitted into a wireless environ-
ment and is received by a second wireless communication
device. The second wireless communication device demodu-
lates and decodes the received signal to obtain the informa-
tion. The second wireless communication device may then
respond in a similar manner. The wireless communication
devices can communicate with each other or with access
points using any well-known modulation scheme, including:
amplitude modulation (AM), frequency modulation (FM),
quadrature amplitude modulation (QAM), phase shift keying
(PSK), quadrature phase shift keying (QPSK), and/or
orthogonal frequency-division multiplexing (OFDM), as
well as any other communication scheme that is now, or will
be, known.

Modern wireless communications devices use any of vary-
ing methods to obtain their location. By obtaining its location,
the wireless communication device can perform location-
specific functions and/or operate location-specific applica-
tions. In an outdoor environment, the wireless communica-
tion device can easily obtain its location through the use of
GNSS satellite information. Similarly, triangulation can be
easily performed with nearby base stations because those
base stations consistently transmit signals at set power levels.

However, in an indoor environment, the device may not
have access to GNSS and/or nearby base stations sufficient to
make an accurate location determination. Further, although
many indoor environments include other communication
access points, such as Bluetooth and WiFi, these communi-
cation protocols employ fluctuating transmission powers and
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2

sleep/hibernate modes. As such, performing conventional
location and mapping techniques in an indoor environment
will fail to produce accurate results.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE
DRAWINGS/FIGURES

Embodiments are described with reference to the accom-
panying drawings. In the drawings, like reference numbers
indicate identical or functionally similar elements. Addition-
ally, the left most digit(s) of a reference number identifies the
drawing in which the reference number first appears.

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary wireless
communication environment;

FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary wireless
communication environment that may represent a subset of
the previously-described wireless communication environ-
ment;

FIG. 3 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary wireless
communication device that may be implemented within the
wireless communication environment;

FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary location module that may
be included in the wireless communication device;

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary method of estimating a
current location by the wireless communication device; and

FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary computer system that can
be used to implement aspects of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The following Detailed Description refers to accompany-
ing drawings to illustrate exemplary embodiments consistent
with the disclosure. References in the Detailed Description to
“one exemplary embodiment,” “an exemplary embodiment,”
“an example exemplary embodiment,” etc., indicate that the
exemplary embodiment described may include a particular
feature, structure, or characteristic, but every exemplary
embodiment may not necessarily include the particular fea-
ture, structure, or characteristic. Moreover, such phrases are
not necessarily referring to the same exemplary embodiment.
Further, when a particular feature, structure, or characteristic
is described in connection with an exemplary embodiment, it
is within the knowledge of those skilled in the relevant art(s)
to affect such feature, structure, or characteristic in connec-
tion with other exemplary embodiments whether or not
explicitly described.

The exemplary embodiments described herein are pro-
vided for illustrative purposes, and are not limiting. Other
exemplary embodiments are possible, and modifications may
be made to the exemplary embodiments within the spirit and
scope ofthe disclosure. Therefore, the Detailed Description is
not meant to limit the disclosure. Further, the scope of the
invention is defined only in accordance with the following
claims and their equivalents.

Embodiments may be implemented in hardware (e.g., cir-
cuits), firmware, software, or any combination thereof.
Embodiments may also be implemented as instructions
stored on a machine-readable medium, which may be read
and executed by one or more processors. A machine-readable
medium may include any mechanism for storing or transmit-
ting information in a form readable by a machine (e.g., a
computing device). For example, a machine-readable
medium may include read only memory (ROM); random
access memory (RAM); magnetic disk storage media; optical
storage media; flash memory devices; electrical, optical,
acoustical or other forms of propagated signals (e.g., carrier
waves, infrared signals, digital signals, etc.), and others. Fur-
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ther, firmware, software, routines, instructions may be
described herein as performing certain actions. However, it
should be appreciated that such descriptions are merely for
convenience and that such actions in fact results from com-
puting devices, processors, controllers, or other devices
executing the firmware, software, routines, instructions, etc.
Further, any of the implementation variations may be carried
out by a general purpose computer, as described below.

For purposes of this discussion, the term “module” shall be
understood to include at least one of software, firmware, and
hardware (such as one or more circuit, microchip, or device,
or any combination thereof), and any combination thereof. In
addition, it will be understood that each module may include
one, or more than one, component within an actual device,
and each component that forms a part of the described module
may function either cooperatively or independently of any
other component forming a part of the module. Conversely,
multiple modules described herein may represent a single
component within an actual device. Further, components
within a module may be in a single device or distributed
among multiple devices in a wired or wireless manner.

The following Detailed Description of the exemplary
embodiments will so fully reveal the general nature of the
disclosure that others can, by applying knowledge of those
skilled in relevant art(s), readily modify and/or adapt for
various applications such exemplary embodiments, without
undue experimentation, without departing from the spirit and
scope of the disclosure. Therefore, such adaptations and
modifications are intended to be within the meaning and
plurality of equivalents of the exemplary embodiments based
upon the teaching and guidance presented herein. It is to be
understood that the phraseology or terminology herein is for
the purpose of description and not of limitation, such that the
terminology or phraseology of the present specification is to
be interpreted by those skilled in relevant art(s) in light of the
teachings herein.

Although the following description is to be described in
terms of Bluetooth and WiFi environments, those skilled in
the relevant arks) will recognize that this description may also
be applicable to other communications that use other wireless
communication methods without departing from the spirit
and scope of the present disclosure.

An Exemplary Wireless Communications Environment

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary wireless
communication environment 100. The wireless communica-
tion environment may represent an indoor environment, or
some other environment where GNSS signals and/or base
station signals are unavailable (hereinafter “limited commu-
nication environment”).

The wireless communication environment 100 includes a
plurality of access points (APs) 120a-120e. The access points
120 may be WiFi and/or Bluetooth access points, and may
operate at varying transmission power levels depending on
one or more of a plurality of different parameters, including
whether the access point 120 is in communication with any
devices in the wireless communication environment.

The wireless communication environment 100 also
includes a mobile device 110 that seeks to determine its
position as it moves through the wireless communication
environment 100. As discussed previously, because the wire-
less communication environment 100 is a limited communi-
cation environment, the mobile device 110 cannot determine
its location using conventional GNSS based methods.

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary block diagram of a wireless
communication environment 200. The wireless communica-
tion environment 200 provides wireless communication of
information, such as one or more commands and/or data,

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

between wireless communication devices and may represent
a subset of the wireless communication environment 100.

The wireless communication devices may each be imple-
mented as a standalone or a discrete device, such as a mobile
telephone, or may be incorporated within or coupled to
another electrical device or host device, such as a portable
computing device, a camera, or a Global Positioning System
(GPS) unit or another computing device such as a personal
digital assistant, a video gaming device, a laptop, a desktop
computer, or a tablet, a computer peripheral such as a printer
or a portable audio and/or video player to provide some
examples and/or any other suitable electronic device that will
be apparent to those skilled in the relevant art(s) without
departing from the spirit and scope of the present disclosure.

The exemplary wireless communication environment 200
includes a first wireless communication device 210 and a
second wireless communication device 220. Each of the first
wireless communication device 210 and the second wireless
communication device 220 may be included within corre-
sponding wireless communication devices that are each
capable of both wireless transmission and wireless reception.
For purposes of this discussion, the first wireless communi-
cation device 210 may represent an exemplary embodiment
of the mobile device 110, and the second wireless communi-
cation device 220 may represent an exemplary embodiment
of'an access point 120.

The access point 220 includes an antenna 221 that may
include one or more antennas and that is capable of transmit-
ting and/or receiving signals from the wireless communica-
tion environment 100. Using its antenna 221, the access point
220 communicates with the mobile device 210. The mobile
device 210 also includes an antenna 211 that may include one
or more antennas and that is capable of transmitting and/or
receiving signals from the wireless communication environ-
ment 200.

The mobile device 210 also includes a location module
215. The location module 215 is capable of estimating a
location of the wireless communication device 210 within the
wireless communication environment 100. The stored or pro-
cessed position captured from the wireless communication
device 210 can be used to perform fingerprint or other map-
ping to quickly and accurately determine its position at a later
time. Details regarding an improved fingerprint mapping con-
figuration of a wireless communication device in a limited
communication environment can be found in copending U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 13/538780, titled “Wireless Com-
munications Device Capable of Performing Enhanced Fin-
gerprint Mapping and Location Identification™, filed here-
with, which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

Exemplary Mobile Device

FIG. 3 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary wireless
communication device 300 that may be implemented within
the wireless communication environment 100. The wireless
communication device 300 includes a location module 320,
and may represent an exemplary embodiment of the wireless
communication device 110/210.

In the wireless communication device 300, a radio module
310 performs front-end processing of signals received from
the wireless communication environment 100 via the antenna
305 and may include signal amplification, filtering, and fre-
quency mixing, among other functionalities. The received
signals may include information from one or more nearby
access points 120 within the wireless communication envi-
ronment 100. Once processed, the radio module 310 forwards
the received signals to the location module 320.

The location module 320 is configured to estimate a loca-
tion of the wireless communication device 300. This may be
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to assist in mapping the wireless communication environ-
ment 100 based on the received signals, or simply for location
identification. The configuration of the location module 320
is described in further detail below. The location module 320
is in communication with a controller module 330.

The controller module 330 is configured to perform gen-
eral processing and control functions within the wireless
communication device 300. For example, the controller mod-
ule 330 may coordinate mapping and/or location identifica-
tion initiation and timing with the location module 320, may
perform general signal processing on received signals, may
control operations of the various components of the wireless
communication device, may prepare signals for transmission
by the radio module 310 to the wireless communication envi-
ronment, and/or may perform location-specific functions
based on the location determined by the location module 320.

1. Location Module

FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary location module 400 that
may be included in the wireless communication device 300.
The location module 400 includes a position module 430, and
may represent an exemplary embodiment of the location
module 320.

As discussed above, when in a limited communication
environment, the mobile device will not be able to perform
traditional GNSS based positioning; nor will it be able to
perform fingerprint positioning when RF maps of the limited
communication environment is unavailable. Consequently,
the device must estimate its location. The estimated location
may then be used as the device’s current location in other
programs, or may be stored, processed, and then applied to
another location determining algorithm, such as fingerprint
mapping, etc.

The location module 400 receives signals from the radio
module 310 at its filter module 410. The filter module 410
may perform different filtering operations on the received
signals, such as noise reduction, band filtering, etc. Informa-
tion obtained from the received signals can then be stored in
a memory module 420 for later use. Using the received sig-
nals, and the previous information stored in the memory
module 420 when the module is around the same location, the
location module 400 can employ the position module 430 to
perform fingerprint mapping. An improved fingerprint map-
ping configuration can be found in copending U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/538780, titled “Wireless Communi-
cations Device Capable of Performing Enhanced Fingerprint
Mapping and Location Identification”, filed herewith, which
is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

In order to perform the mapping operation, the fingerprint
information should be stored in the memory module 420 in
association with an estimated location of the wireless com-
munication device 300. Therefore, the position module 430
estimates the location of the wireless communication device
300 as the wireless communication device 300 moves
through the wireless communication environment 100. In an
embodiment, the estimated position determined by the posi-
tion module 430 is used for applications such as fingerprint
mapping and/or as the actual location of the wireless commu-
nication device 300. For purposes of this discussion, the esti-
mated position will be discussed in terms of fingerprint map-
ping where applicable.

The position module 430 includes a sensor module 434 and
a GNSS module 436. In an embodiment, the sensor module
434 includes one or more heading sensors to determine a
heading associate with a movement of the wireless commu-
nication device. The heading sensors may include one or
more of magnetometers, gyroscopes, and others. In an
embodiment, the sensor module 434 also includes one or
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6

more movement detection sensors, such as an accelerometer,
for example, that can detect acceleration (e.g., step move-
ment), and speed when integrated over time. The GNSS mod-
ule 436 is configured to receive GNSS signals from one or
more GNSS satellites for determining a current location and/
or speed of the wireless communication device 300.

Calibration

As discussed above, while in the limited communication
environment, the wireless communication device 300 likely
does not have access to GNSS satellite signals. However, the
GNSS module 436 can still be utilized to assist with the
location estimation.

Before the wireless communication device 300 enters the
limited communication environment, the GNSS module 436
is receiving GNSS satellite signals. The GNSS module 436
forwards the received signals to the calculation module 432,
which calculates accurate positions, movement speeds, and
headings of the wireless communication device 300.

At the same time, the sensor module 434 outputs signals
from its sensors relating to heading and speed of the wireless
communication device 300 to the calculation module 432.
The calculation module 432 compares the heading and speed
information received from the sensor module 434 to the head-
ing and speed information that it calculated from the GNSS
signals. Based on the comparison, the calculation module 432
determines an error between the sensor data and the actual
speed/heading of the wireless communication device 300.

Based on the calculated error, the calculation module 432
calibrates the sensor module 434. The calculation module 432
can perform the calibration by controlling the sensor module
434 to adjust its signal outputs, by storing the error in memory
and adjusting future sensor module 434 outputs using the
stored error, or in any other manner within the spirit and scope
of the present disclosure. In other words, the GNSS signals
may be used as a reference for the calibration of the sensor
module, while the GNSS signals are available.

In an embodiment, the position module 430 may utilize a
user’s steps for estimating location and/or speed of the wire-
less communication device 300 when in the limited commu-
nication environment. In this case, the position module 430
also calibrates the user’s step length based on the output of the
sensor module 434. For example, the sensor module 434 may
output signals corresponding to steps of the user (as detected
by an accelerometer, for example), and the calculation mod-
ule 432 can determine how many of the user’s steps are taken
within a predetermined distance, as calculated based on the
GNSS signals. From this, the calculation module 432 can
determine a step length associated with the user. Once the step
length is known, then the accelerometers can be used to
calculate a number of steps in a given time period so as to
calculate speed as ((step length*number of steps)/time).

In this manner, the position module 430 maintains a sensor
module 434 whose sensors are closely calibrated, and there-
fore will provide accurate outputs when within the limited
communication environment.

Transition to Limited Wireless Communication Environ-
ment

As discussed above, calibration of the sensors takes place
in a non-limited communication environment. In order to
prepare for transitioning to a limited communication environ-
ment, the calculation module 432 also stores various param-
eters in the memory module 420. For example, the calculation
module 432 stores a current position, speed, and/or heading in
the memory module 420 that were determined when GNSS
signals were available.

As the wireless communication device 300 enters the lim-
ited communication environment, the calculation module 432
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can identify the transition based on one or more conditions.
For example, the radio module 310 may no longer be able to
maintain connectivity with cellular base stations and/or the
GNSS module 436 may no longer be able to receive GNSS
satellite signals with sufficient signal strength.

When the calculation module 432 identifies from the con-
ditions that the wireless communication device 300 has tran-
sitioned to the limited communication environment, the cal-
culation module 432 uses the current position, speed, and/or
heading as a basis, and begins estimating the position of the
wireless communication device 300 using the data output
from the sensor module 434.

Estimating [ocation

In the limited environment, the calculation module 432
receives heading information from the sensor module 434 to
determine a movement direction of the wireless communica-
tion device 300. The calculation module 432 also receives
speed information from the sensor module 434 to determine a
speed at which the wireless communication device 300 is
moving. The speed information may be derived from the
sensor module 434 as acceleration information from an accel-
erometer, for example, and can be converted to speed infor-
mation by mathematical integration over time.

Using a previously-stored position, speed, and/or other
parameter, the calculation module 432 calculates a new posi-
tion of the wireless communication device based on data
received from the sensor module 434. For example, the cal-
culation module 432 may utilize the following equations to
determine a new estimated position:

lat(¥)=lat(i—1)+s-cos(0(i); and (€8]

lon(f)=lon(i-1)+s-sin(0(7), 2)

where lat(i) is a current latitude of the device, lat(i-1) is the
previously-stored latitude of the device, lon(i) is a current
longitude of the device, lon(i-1) is the previously-stored lon-
gitude of the device, s is the distance traveled by the device
(second integration of the detected acceleration), and 0 is the
current heading of the device.

The calculation module 432 may perform these calcula-
tions at predetermined intervals, or after the occurrence of
predetermined events.

As discussed above, the calculation module 432 may base
its speed calculation on the number of steps taken by auser of
the wireless communication device 300. In this instance, the
calculation module 432 substitutes s in the above equations
(1) and (2) with:

S(iy=NumStep-StepSize, 3)

where NumStep is the number of steps taken from epoch i-1
to epoch i, and StepSize is the step size of the user as previ-
ously calculated during calibration.

In this case, the equations (1) and (2) can modified to be:

lat(@)=lat(i—1)+S(i)-cos(8(7); and 4

lon(#)=lon(i—1)+5(i)-sin(0(). (5)

In an embodiment, after calculating a most recent position
of the wireless communication device 300, the calculation
module 432 stores this most recent information in the
memory module 420 for use in later iterations of the position
estimation calculation. In another embodiment, when the
positions are being estimated for use with a fingerprint map-
ping configuration, the calculation module 432 stores the
estimated position together with the fingerprint information
corresponding to that position in the memory module 420.

Recalibration in the Limited Communication Environment
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Because the above-described estimates are being made
with respect to sensory signal information, the accuracy of the
position estimates may degrade the longer the device remains
in the limited communication environment.

When the wireless communication device 300 is perform-
ing fingerprint mapping, the memory module 420 stores a
plurality of estimated locations in correspondence with wire-
less fingerprint data. As the wireless communication device
300 moves through the limited communication environment,
new fingerprint information is repeatedly being acquired.
This fingerprint information is substantially unique for each
location in the environment.

Therefore, in order to recalibrate the position of the wire-
less communication device 300, upon receipt of new finger-
print information, the calculation module 432 compares the
new fingerprint information to the stored fingerprint informa-
tion stored in the memory module 420. This may be per-
formed by correlation, for example. When the current finger-
print information correlates closely with previously-stored
fingerprint information, the calculation module 432 may
determine that the previously-stored location (corresponding
to the previously-stored fingerprint to which the current fin-
gerprint correlates) is the current location of the device.

To enhance position accuracy at time of the recalibration,
the calculation module 432 can also compare the current
calculated position of the device with the previously-stored
position. The calculation module 432 may then choose to set
the current location of the device to the previously-stored
location only if the difference between the two locations is
less that some predetermined threshold. This threshold value
may be set to a value, or may be set to change based on a
predetermined equation. For example, the threshold may be
set to increase based on an increase in the amount of time
since the last recalibration.

To even further enhance the accuracy of the positioning,
the calculation module 432 can set, as the current location of
the device, a position calculated based on the combined loca-
tion information. The calculation module 432 may perform
Kalman filtering to combine the various types of location
information in order to arrive at a more accurate position of
the wireless communication device 300.

By recalibrating the position of the device in this manner,
the location module 400 can more accurately estimate posi-
tions of the device in the limited communication environment
regardless of the length of time the device is within the limited
communication environment.

Exemplary Method of Estimation a Position of a Wireless
Communication Device Within a Limited Communication
Environment

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary method of estimating a
current location by a wireless communication device.

In this method, the wireless communication device stores
initial parameters and an initial position (510). This initial
information is preferably determined prior to entering the
limited communication environment. The parameters may
include an initial heading and/or speed. After entering the
limited communication environment, the device employs one
or more sensors to detect a current set of parameters (520).
These current parameters may include a current heading and/
or speed of the device (which may be derived based on accel-
eration information, or which may be derived into distance
information).

Once the current parameters have been obtained the device
estimates a current position of the device based on the param-
eters and the previously-stored position (530). In some cases,
the previously-stored position may be the initial position. In
an embodiment, the position can be estimated by determining
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the change from the previously-stored position based on the
current parameters. In another embodiment, the position can
be further calculated by comparing current fingerprint infor-
mation to previously-stored fingerprint information and its
corresponding locations.

After estimating the current position, the device stores the
current position along with any additional parameters that
may later be needed into memory (540). The method then
repeats the sensing (520), estimating (530), and storing (540)
steps at predetermined or otherwise determined intervals.

Those skilled in the relevant art(s) will recognize that the
above method can additionally or alternatively include any of
the functionality of the wireless communication device 300
and/or location module 400 discussed above, as well as any of
its modifications. Further, the above description of the exem-
plary method should neither be construed to limit the method
nor the description of the wireless communication device 300
and/or the location module 400.

Exemplary Computer System Implementation

It will be apparent to persons skilled in the relevant art(s)
that various elements and features of the present disclosure,
as described herein, can be implemented in hardware using
analog and/or digital circuits, in software, through the execu-
tion of instructions by one or more general purpose or special-
purpose processors, or as a combination of hardware and
software.

The following description of a general purpose computer
system is provided for the sake of completeness. Embodi-
ments of the present disclosure can be implemented in hard-
ware, or as a combination of software and hardware. Conse-
quently, embodiments of the disclosure may be implemented
in the environment of a computer system or other processing
system. An example of such a computer system 600 is shown
in FIG. 6. One or more of the modules depicted in the previous
figures can be at least partially implemented on one or more
distinct computer systems 600, including, for example, the
location module 320/400.

Computer system 600 includes one or more processors,
such as processor 604. Processor 604 can be a special purpose
or a general purpose digital signal processor. Processor 604 is
connected to a communication infrastructure 602 (for
example, a bus or network). Various software implementa-
tions are described in terms of this exemplary computer sys-
tem. After reading this description, it will become apparent to
a person skilled in the relevant art(s) how to implement the
disclosure using other computer systems and/or computer
architectures.

Computer system 600 also includes a main memory 606,
preferably random access memory (RAM), and may also
include a secondary memory 608. Secondary memory 608
may include, for example, a hard disk drive 610 and/or a
removable storage drive 612, representing a floppy disk drive,
a magnetic tape drive, an optical disk drive, or the like.
Removable storage drive 612 reads from and/or writes to a
removable storage unit 616 in a well-known manner. Remov-
able storage unit 616 represents a floppy disk, magnetic tape,
optical disk, or the like, which is read by and written to by
removable storage drive 612. As will be appreciated by per-
sons skilled in the relevant art(s), removable storage unit 616
includes a computer usable storage medium having stored
therein computer software and/or data.

In alternative implementations, secondary memory 608
may include other similar means for allowing computer pro-
grams or other instructions to be loaded into computer system
600. Such means may include, for example, a removable
storage unit 618 and an interface 614. Examples of such
means may include a program cartridge and cartridge inter-
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10
face (such as that found in video game devices), a removable
memory chip (such as an EPROM, or PROM) and associated
socket, a thumb drive and USB port, and other removable
storage units 618 and interfaces 614 which allow software
and data to be transferred from removable storage unit 618 to
computer system 600.

Computer system 600 may also include a communications
interface 620. Communications interface 620 allows software
and data to be transferred between computer system 600 and
external devices. Examples of communications interface 620
may include a modem, a network interface (such as an Eth-
ernet card), acommunications port, a PCMCIA slot and card,
etc. Software and data transferred via communications inter-
face 620 are in the form of signals which may be electronic,
electromagnetic, optical, or other signals capable of being
received by communications interface 620. These signals are
provided to communications interface 620 via a communica-
tions path 622. Communications path 622 carries signals and
may be implemented using wire or cable, fiber optics, a phone
line, a cellular phone link, an RF link and other communica-
tions channels.

As used herein, the terms “computer program medium”
and “computer readable medium” are used to generally refer
to tangible storage media such as removable storage units 616
and 618 or a hard disk installed in hard disk drive 610. These
computer program products are means for providing software
to computer system 600.

Computer programs (also called computer control logic)
are stored in main memory 606 and/or secondary memory
608. Computer programs may also be received via commu-
nications interface 620. Such computer programs, when
executed, enable the computer system 600 to implement the
present disclosure as discussed herein. In particular, the com-
puter programs, when executed, enable processor 604 to
implement the processes of the present disclosure, such as
any of the methods described herein. Accordingly, such com-
puter programs represent controllers of the computer system
600. Wnere the disclosure is implemented using software, the
software may be stored in a computer program product and
loaded into computer system 600 using removable storage
drive 612, interface 614, or communications interface 620.

In another embodiment, features of the disclosure are
implemented primarily in hardware using, for example, hard-
ware components such as application-specific integrated cir-
cuits (ASICs) and gate arrays. Implementation of a hardware
state machine so as to perform the functions described herein
will also be apparent to persons skilled in the relevant art(s).

CONCLUSION

Itis to be appreciated that the Detailed Description section,
and not the Abstract section, is intended to be used to interpret
the claims. The Abstract section may set forth one or more,
but not all exemplary embodiments, and thus, is not intended
to limit the disclosure and the appended claims in any way.

The invention has been described above with the aid of
functional building blocks illustrating the implementation of
specified functions and relationships thereof. The boundaries
of these functional building blocks have been arbitrarily
defined herein for the convenience of the description. Alter-
nate boundaries may be defined so long as the specified func-
tions and relationships thereof are appropriately performed.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the relevant art(s) that
various changes in form and detail can be made therein with-
out departing from the spirit and scope of the disclosure.
Thus, the invention should not be limited by any of the above-
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described exemplary embodiments, but should be defined
only in accordance with the following claims and their
equivalents.
What is claimed is:
1. A wireless communication device capable of estimating
a position of the wireless communication device in a limited
communication environment, the wireless communication
device comprising:
a Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) module con-
figured to receive GNSS signals prior to entering the
limited communication environment;
a sensor module configured to sense heading and speed
information of the wireless communication device
within the limited communication environment; and
a calculation module configured to:
calibrate the heading and speed information sensed by
the sensor module based on the received GNSS sig-
nals prior to entering the limited communication envi-
ronment;

determine an initial position based on the GNSS signals;
and

estimate the position of the wireless communication
device based on the calibrated heading and speed
information and the initial position.

2. The wireless communication device of claim 1, wherein
the sensor module includes an accelerometer for generating
the speed information and at least one of a gyroscope and a
magnetometer for generating the heading information.

3. The wireless communication device of claim 2, wherein
the speed information includes a step count associated with a
user of the wireless communication device.

4. The wireless communication device of claim 1, wherein
the calculation module is configured to calibrate the sensor
module by adjusting one or more parameters derived from the
sensor module based on the heading and speed information of
the wireless communication device determined from the
GNSS signals received by the GNSS module.

5. The wireless communication device of claim 1, further
comprising a memory module configured to store a most
recent position estimate calculated by the calculation module,

wherein the calculation module is configured to estimate
the position of the wireless communication device at
predetermined intervals based on the stored most recent
position estimate.

6. The wireless communication device of claim 1, further
comprising:

a radio module configured to generate a wireless commu-
nication fingerprint each time the calculation module
estimates the position of the wireless communication
device; and

amemory module configured to store the wireless commu-
nication fingerprint together with the corresponding
position estimate.

7. The wireless communication device of claim 1, wherein
the calculation module is configured to set a current position
of the wireless communication device to a stored position
estimate when a current wireless communication fingerprint
correlates to a stored wireless communication fingerprint
within a predetermined threshold.

8. A wireless communication device, comprising:

a sensor module configured to sense movement informa-
tion of the wireless communication device as the wire-
less communication device moves through a limited
communication environment;

a Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) module con-
figured to receive GNSS signals prior to entering the
limited communication environment;
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a calculation module configured to:

calibrate the movement information sensed by the sen-
sor module based on the received GNSS signals prior
to entering the limited communication environment;
and

estimate a position of the wireless communication
device at predetermined intervals within the limited
communication environment based on the calibrated
sensed movement information and a predetermined
starting position.

9. The wireless communication device of claim 8, wherein
the predetermined starting position is initially determined
based on GNSS data received prior to entering the limited
communication environment, and

wherein the predetermined starting position is subse-

quently determined based on a previously estimated
position within the limited communication environ-
ment.

10. The wireless communication device of claim 8,
wherein the sensor module includes an accelerometer for
measuring speed information and at least one of a magnetom-
eter and a gyroscope for measuring heading information, and

wherein the movement information includes the speed

information and the heading information.

11. The wireless communication device of claim 8, further
comprising:

a radio module configured to generate a wireless commu-

nication fingerprint at each predetermined interval; and

a memory module configured to store each wireless com-

munication fingerprint together with its corresponding
position estimate.

12. The wireless communication device of claim 11,
wherein the calculation module is configured to compare a
current wireless communication fingerprint with the stored
wireless communication fingerprints and set a current posi-
tion of the wireless communication device to either an esti-
mated position or a previously-stored position based on the
comparison.

13. The wireless communication device of claim 10,
wherein the speed information is based on a step count of a
user carrying the wireless communication device.

14. A method of estimating a position of a wireless com-
munication device within a limited communication environ-
ment, the method comprising:

calculating an initial position based on information

obtained prior to entering the limited communication
environment;

sensing, using one or more sensors, movement information

of the wireless communication device;

calibrating the movement information sensed by the one or

more sensors based on the information obtained prior to
entering the limited communication environment; and
estimating, at predetermined intervals, the position of the
wireless communication device based on the calibrated
movement information and a starting position,
wherein the starting position is the initial position for a first
position estimate and is a previous position estimate for
subsequent position estimates, and

wherein the information obtained prior to entering the lim-

ited communication environment includes: Global
Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) signals, signals
from one or more base stations, a user step count, initial
heading information, or initial speed information.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the sensing of the
movement information includes sensing a step count of a user
carrying the wireless communication device and a heading,
and
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wherein the movement information includes the step count
and the heading.
16. The method of claim 14, further comprising:
measuring a wireless communication fingerprint at each
predetermined interval;
storing each estimated position together with its corre-
sponding wireless communication fingerprint.
17. The method of claim 16, further comprising:
measuring a current wireless communication fingerprint;
comparing the current wireless communication fingerprint
to previously-stored wireless communication finger-
prints; and
setting a current position of the wireless communication
device to one of a current position estimate or a previ-
ously-stored position estimate depending on the com-
parison.
18. The method of claim 17, wherein the current position is
set to the previously-stored position estimate, provided that
the current wireless communication fingerprint correlates,
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within a first predetermined threshold, to a previously-stored
wireless communication fingerprint, and provided that the
current position estimate is within a second predetermined
threshold of the previously-stored position estimate,
wherein the previously-stored position estimate corre-
sponds to the previously-stored wireless communication
fingerprint.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the second predeter-
mined threshold increases as an amount of time since the
position of the wireless communication device was set to a
previously-stored position increases.

20. The method of claim 17, wherein a difference in the
current position estimate and the previously-stored position
estimate is used to adjust one or more parameters of the one or
more sensor modules, and therefore improve one of speed or
heading outputs of the one or more sensor modules.

21. The method of claim 14, wherein the calibrating
includes setting a step length associated with a user.

#* #* #* #* #*
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